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Road development in India has seen a major boost in last one decade through major projects
taken up by the State and Central Governments. Particularly, the National Highway
Development Project (NHDP) and the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) have
changed the manner in which roads were built in the past. Both high speed roads and the low
volume roads are being built with equal rigor. Huge investments are being made through
resources collected from user charges and multilaterally borrowed funds. In fact, India is
passing through an unprecedented revolution in road development and this is likely to continue
for a couple of decades. High speed and increased traffic density has given rise to the road
crashes, which is growing as a menace.

The road fatalities in India are one of the highest, and out of 1.3 million fatalities worldwide
every year, 8-10% (about 125,000) of all road crash related fatalities are in India. With the rise in
purchasing power of an average Indian, motorized vehicle ownership is growing at a fast pace
and a few of the major cities have vehicle ownership at a level which is comparable to that of the
West. It is estimated that the country loses annually around 2 to 3 percent of the GDP due to road
traffic accidents (i.e. as much as Rs. 75,000 crores annually). IRF (India) and Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways, Government of India have jointly launched a nationwide campaign for
'Reduction of Road Fatalities to 50% in next Three Years'. IRF is working closely with government
and non-government agencies to realize this ambitious dream of India.

The last four regional conferences have systematically covered the issues
of road development, road transport and the fallout of this mobility in
terms of hazards of safety. The fourth conference in series has dealt with
'‘Accident Prevention and Road Safety Measures' in complete details,
which was highly acclaimed by both government and private agencies in
the country. Through detailed deliberations in the earlier conferences, it
has been seen that a large part of the hindrance to achieving higher levels
of safety in road traffic system is absence of the 'Institutional Mechanisms'
to tackle the road safety problems. The multi-faced problem of safety has
large number of players whose contributions are must for realizing the
dream and to make a difference.

The two day conference will be addressed by eminent experts in the field of road safety,
especially in the area of institutional development in relation to road safety. While the speakers
from developed world will bring in the experiences and the best practices in established
institutions for road safety, the developing countries around the world have successful models
for systematic implementation of road safety measures through specially empowered
institutions to tackle the problem. All these will lead to evolution of characteristic models
suitable for developing world where multiplicity of organization has been a cause of failure in
delivering the targeted objectives of road safety. The platform will generate valuable and fruitful
interactions among all stakeholders to provide the structure of a model institutional set up
which can effectively deliver all objectives of road safety programmes in a country.

Conference would deliberate on themes of institutional arrangements required for road safety:

%> Road Safety Board and its Responsibilities %> Driver and Vehicle Licensing

%> Institutional Coordination for Road Safety %> Accident Recording System

%> Dedicated Road Safety Fund %> Insurance and Compensation System
%> Revamping Motor Vehicle Act %> Trauma Care System

%> Traffic Laws and Policing %> Hierarchy of Roads in the Network

% Facilities for VRUs %> Uniform School Curriculum

%> Mandatory Road Safety Audit %> Public Education & Campaign















